TIMELINE OF DISCOVERY
2010

Duke Cancer Institute is created as
Duke’s first single entity for all cancer
care, research, and education.

•

2005

Thanks to a $10 million
gift toward brain
tumor research and
faculty support, Duke’s
Brain Tumor Center is
named to honor the late
Preston Robert Tisch.

2003

The Duke Center for
Cancer Survivorship is
founded.

•

2003

1993

1950

1942

Duke researchers, led by
Joanne Kurtzberg, MD,
are the first in the world
to use umbilical cord
blood from an unrelated
donor to treat children
for leukemia and other
diseases, a program later
expanded to cure some
once-fatal genetic blood
disorders.

1937

Duke establishes
one of the nation’s
first brain tumor
programs with the
arrival of Barnes
Woodhall, MD, as
chief of neurosurgery
and the only
neurosurgeon in
North Carolina.

•

• 1942

Guy Odom,
MD, professor of
neurosurgery, and
Barnes Woodhall,
MD, establish a
neuropathology tumor
laboratory and brain
tumor clinic.

Duke Scientists help
discover the BRCA1
and BRCA2 genes
responsible for many
inherited forms of
breast and ovarian
cancer.

•

•

1992
1942

1947

Duke launches a
training program for
its medical students
focused on the
treatment of patients
with cancer.

•

• 1950

1950

1978

1956

R. Wayne Rundles,
MD, PhD, leads
the creation of the
Southeastern Cancer
Chemotherapy
Cooperative.

•

Duke professor
Joseph Beard, MD,
receives a grant from
the American Cancer
Society to research
avian leucosis. He
identifies cancer viruses
that cause leukemia in
chickens, and he and
associates are among
the first to report
evidence of viruses
associated with human
leukemia.

1983

Duke-trained surgical
oncologist William
Shingleton, MD,
is appointed to the
National Cancer
Advisory Committee
of the National Cancer
Institute.

•
• 1964

The Edwin A. Morris
Building opens, thanks
to a $1 million gift
from Mr. Morris,
bringing together
multidisciplinary
inpatient and
outpatient cancer
care.

1968

Wolfgang Karl “Bill”
Joklik, DPhil, is
the first to examine
the mechanism of
action of interferon,
the first cytokine to
be recognized, in
molecular terms.

1973

Duke is named a
Comprehensive
Cancer Center by
the National Cancer
Institute, one of the
nation’s original
eight.

•

•

• 1972

The National Cancer
Institute awards Duke
$5.4 million toward the
Animal and Laboratory
Isolation Facility, the
first of its kind in the
Southeast.

• 1975

The Edwin L. Jones
Cancer Research
Building opens, thanks
to a $1 million gift from
Edwin L. Jones Jr., and
funding from the NCI.

Duke begins using
nuclear magnetic
resonance imaging
(MRI) using a scanner
that is the largest in
the nation.

•

• 1983

Gertrude Elion, a drug
development pioneer
and recipient with
George Hitchings and
Sir James W. Black of
the 1988 Nobel Prize
in Medicine, begins
serving as a mentor
to Duke medical and
graduate students in
neuro-oncology and
pediatric bone marrow
transplant.

Duke creates the
nation’s first outpatient
bone marrow
transplantation
program.

•

• 2006

•

1995

1937

Duke Cancer Center
opens, providing
integrated research
and care in a patientcentered environment.

Duke researchers play a role in the
development and testing of Tykerb,
approved by the FDA for resistant
HER2 positive breast cancer.

The Duke Cancer
Patient Support
Program’s SeeseThornton Garden of
Tranquility opens,
offering a quiet place
for meditation and
reflection.

1983

• 2012

• 2004

Duke leads a multicenter study that leads
to FDA approval of the
drug Avastin to treat
colon cancer.

• 1996

Duke establishes
the Carolinas Cord
Blood Bank, one
of the nation’s first
public umbilical
cord blood banks.

• 1994

The Levine Science
Research Center opens,
named for Leon Levine,
in recognition of a $10
million gift.

• 1990

2012

Jeffrey Crawford,
MD, and colleagues
lead the development
of an innovative,
multidisciplinary
treatment for thoracic
cancers and win FDA
approval of G-CSF to
prevent chemotherapyinduced neutropenia.

1993

